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292 THE BIBLICAL WORLD 

A careful reference in footnotes to biblical passages and to authors 
cited, also indices of subjects and scriptural passages, are features of the 
volume to be commended. 

Harlan Ceeelman 
Atjbtjen Theological Seminary 
Auburn, N. Y. 



The Censorship of the Church of Rome and the Influence upon the 
Production and Distribution of Literature. A Study of the 
History of the Prohibitory and Expurgatory Indexes, together 
with Some Consideration of the Effects of Protestant Censor- 
ship and of Censorship by the State. By George Haven 
Putnam. New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons. Vol. I, pp. 
xxxv+375, $2.50; Vol. II, pp. 510, $2.50. 

These volumes undertake as their principal function a presentation 
of indexes which were issued under the authority of the church of Rome, 
or which, compiled by ecclesiastics, were issued by the state between 
1546 and 1900. As secondary function the volumes give "a selection of 
the more noteworthy examples of censorship during the earlier centuries 
of the church, " record instances of censorship by states, discuss the effect 
of censorship on the production and distribution of literature, and, finally, 
attempt a study of the literary policy of the modern church. 

This is a programme of wide range and the author disavows any preten- 
sion to completeness on the subject of indexes and asserts that he pre- 
sents simply "examples of prohibition and condemnations, from decade to 
decade, which were typical or characteristic, and from which some impres- 
sion could be gathered as to the nature and extent of the censorship experi- 
ments throughout the centuries in the several communities concerned" 
(Preface p. v). It seems to the reviewer that the author failed in the under- 
taking here expressed because, though the indexes are usually similar 
rather than dissimilar, he gave such numerous details about each succes- 
sive one, that what is "typical or characteristic" is lost in the midst of 
what is common to many. Indeed about three-quarters of the work, 
consisting as they do of unsystematically arranged lists of indexes from 
1546 to modern times, each with more or less repetitious detail, form 
infinitely wearisome reading. But to be just to the author in this matter 
it must be stated that he expressly intended these books for reference 
rather than for reading. He has therefore arranged " the material according 
to the cyclopaedia method, under certain main headings with sub-headings 
for the special divisions of each subject. Such an arrangement involves, 
of necessity, some repetition" (Preface, p. vii). One can satisfy himself 
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how much repetition the "cyclopaedia method" involves in this instance 
by reading the first two chapters at one sitting. 

The author's intention being to produce a reference work, he made 
an egregious error in so generally omitting citations of firsthand sources. 
Index after index is mentioned without reference to source of any sort, 
a procedure certainly not tolerable in a book for reference purposes. And 
the frequency of allusions to Reusch, Mendham, and others leaves room 
for wonder. Not that the author has done merely expert compilation; 
he has evidently consulted a portion of the original materials for the sub- 
ject; that he has not always done so is indicated by his close adhesion to 
secondary works, and by occasional source-citations which are taken 
bodily from some secondary work. The result of this method is a rather 
soulless production, one which has not been lived into by the producer. 
However, the last quarter of the work is not open to this objection. The 
author gives us something of himself in the chapter containing examples 
of condemned literature and the chapter dealing with the indexes of Leo 
XIII. These are interesting, not solely or principally because they deal 
with matters of recent times, but because in them one finds the spirit of 
the author. It is an interesting spirit and one wishes there had been 
more of it in the earlier portions of the work. Whatever the flaws of the 
work, as the only recent English book on the subject, it finds a place and 
will be of more or less use. 

Edward B. Krehbiel 
The University of Chicago 



